The conformation of the C O bond in the title compound 2MP4MBA, C 15 H 14 O 2 , is anti to the ortho-methyl group in the phenoxy ring. The bond parameters in 2MP4MBA are similar to those in 3-methylphenyl 4-methylbenzoate (3MP4MBA), 4-methylphenyl 4-methylbenzoate (4MP4MBA) and other aryl benzoates. The dihedral angle between the two aromatic rings in 2MP4MBA is 73.04 (8) .
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For related literature, see Gowda et al. (2007 Gowda et al. ( , 2008 ; Nayak & Gowda (2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Comment
In the present work, as part of a study of the substituent effects on the crystal structures of aryl benzoates (Gowda et al., 2007; 2008) , the structure of 2-methylphenyl 4-methylbenzoate (2MP4MBA) has been determined. The conformation of the C=O bond in 2MP4MBA is anti to the ortho-methyl group in the phenolic benzene ring (Fig. 1) . The bond parameters in 2MP4MBA are similar to those in 3-methylphenyl 4-methylbenzoate (3MP4MBA), 4-methylphenyl 4-methylbenzoate (4MP4MBA) (Gowda et al., 2007) and other aryl benzoates (Gowda et al., 2008) . The dihedral angle between the benzene and benzoyl rings in 2MP4MBA is 73.04 (8)°, compared to the values of 56.82 (7)° in 3MP4MBA and 63.57 (5)° in 4MP4MBA. The packing diagram of molecules in the crystal structure is shown in Fig. 2 .
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to a literature method (Nayak & Gowda, 2008) . The purity of the compound was checked by determining its melting point. It was characterized by recording its infrared and NMR spectra (Nayak & Gowda, 2008) . Single crystals of the title compound used for X-ray diffraction studies were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanolic solution at room temperature.
Refinement
The H atoms of the methyl groups were positioned with idealized geometry using a riding model with C-H = 0.96 Å. The other H atoms were located in difference map, and its positional parameters were refined freely [C-H = 0.87 (3)-1.05 (3) Å. All H atoms were refined with isotropic displacement parameters (U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (CH) and 1.5U eq (CH 3 ))
To improve the values of R1, wR2, and GOOF, the bad three reflections (1 1 0 2 0 0 1 1 1) were omitted from the refinement.
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atom labeling scheme. The displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. The H atoms are represented as small spheres of arbitrary radii. 
Special details
Experimental. empirical absorption correction using spherical harmonics, implemented in SCALE3 ABSPACK scaling algorithm. 
